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WALBERSWICK PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on 
Thursday 14th April, 2011
 
Mr David Webb presided as Chairman of the Parish Council. 56 members of the public 
attended the meeting including County Councillor R H Leighton, District Councillor Mr 
P Austin, PCSO Jamie Newson, representatives from local organisations, Four Parish 
Councillors and Miss M Vernetti (Clerk).

1.APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillors K Webb, N Crocker 
and M Aldridge; Mr B and Mrs J Morton, Mr T Lancaster, Mrs P Buncombe, Mr B 
Caldwell, Mr & Mrs Godbold and Mr & Mrs B Payne.

2.MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD  ON 15th APRIL 2010
The minutes had been made available for inspection and were taken as read.  On 
the proposal of Mr M Fisher and seconded by Mr R Buncombe they were 
approved and signed as a true record of the meeting.

3.MATTERS ARISING – None were raised.

4.CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman, Mr David Webb made his report – See Appendix 1. 

5.    PRESENTATION OF THE ACCOUNTS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
 Miss Mischi Vernetti explained that as with the rest of the country the Parish Council
 had had to be careful with  its spending this year.  She stated and thanked the 
 anonymous donor for their gift of £1000 and also thanked Philip Kett who yet again 
 collected all the allotment rents.  She also thanked the resident who donated the grass 
seed  for the village green and of course the tireless work done free of charge by a small 
group of councillors and others, in re-seeding the green and clearing areas of the 
 Common and all things that go to make this community what it is. There was also a 
 donation of £150 to the Community Benefit Fund from the BBC for filming in the 
 village.

Most of the expenses had been small with repairs to Bell Green, by the post box 
opposite Ferry Road, the replacement of the horse’s head on the sports field and 
replenishing the bark chips on the village green.  She also thanked the Common Lands 
Charity for fencing in the play equipment on the sports field. As the Parish Council had 
agreed not to raise its precept that year, planned expenditure would again be kept to a 
minimum, but the Parish Council would have to look into raising funds to replace/repair 
the equipment on the village green.

Finally she explained that whilst she had taken the job as a means of “giving something 
back” to the village it had not worked out that way and had decided to resign and asked 
if anyone was interested they should contact her.
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She then asked for a proposer and a seconder to accept the accounts. Councillor B 
Tibbles proposed and Mrs P Lancaster seconded and the accounts were accepted.  See 
Appendix 2.

6. STATEMENT BY MR TONY KOHN
 Mr Tony Kohn rose and made a statement declaring that he 
personally very much appreciated the tireless work carried out by the members of the 
Parish Council and how enraged he was at the vexatious and sometimes repetitive level 
of correspondence directed at the Parish Council from a small group of people.  He 
asked for a standing ovation by the residents present to show their appreciation of the 
Council.  When this finished the Chairman thanked Mr Kohn on behalf of the Parish 
Council for his kind words.

7. REPORT AND PRESENTATION OF THE ACCOUNTS OF 
THE WALBERSWICK COMMON LANDS CHARITY
Miss Barbara Priestman, the Chairman, gave a report.  She stated that major 
achievements in 2010 had been the completion of storage units in Bennetts Drift and the 
completion of piling in East Point Bay and capital works on the common to allow the 
heather to recolonise along with other ongoing works.  Grants/allowances had been 
given to several of the villages groups.  Whilst showing a day to day surplus the year 
had ended with a deficit due to these works.  The income from Walberswick Car Parks 
was severely reduced due to poor weather and increased costs, but this was being 
carefully looked at.  Ms Priestman thanked all the Trustees and the Clerk as well as Mr 
T Kohn and Mrs K Ungless.

More information can be found on the village website and for the overall accounts see 
Appendix 3.

8.   REPORT FROM THE POLICE
PCSO Jamie Newson could not attend the meeting, but sent a short report stating that 
there had been nine recorded crimes throughout the year. These included 4 cases of 
theft, 3 burglaries, one case of common assault and one case of criminal damage which 
actually showed a fall in recorded crime for the year.
The report also mentioned the Police Direct service and the Mobile Police van and 
encouraged people to attend the Saxmundham and Framlingham Tasking meetings to 
have their say.

9. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR MR R H LEIGHTON 
County Councillor Leighton reported that Suffolk County Council had to find savings 
of £42 million in order to “balance the books” in this coming year.  This would 
inevitably lead to loss of services but the County Council were trying to do their utmost 
to ensure that through re-organisations and getting better value for money contracts the 
public would not be hit by the majority of the cuts – however there would be cuts and it 
was hoped that in some instances communities would be encouraged to get involved in 
taking on some services from the County Council to help with this.

10. REPORT FROM THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR MR P G AUSTIN
District Councillor Austin stated that work continued on the joint partnership between 
Suffolk Coastal and Waveney District Council and that more working together could 
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only increase savings and benefit services.  He stated that although SCDC had reduced 
its overall budget due to the loss of money from Central Government there would be no 
reduction in council tax for the coming year.  He also explained that work on the new 
Local Development Framework had been put on hold during the coming elections, and 
that Sizewell C was on the list of possible sites for a new power station.

11. REPORT FROM THE VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Mrs Jenny Cardwell stated that this year major improvements had been carried out to 
the hall and there had been some changes to the Management Committee.  The roof had 
been lifted, re-insulated and a new one fitted along with upgrades to electrics to comply 
with modern regulations, along with other more minor improvements.  The works cost 
£40,000 which was partly due to a substantial grant from the Common Lands Charity as 
well as the many fund raising activities that the hall holds during the year. She stated 
that more improvements were needed, but that the hall was the heart of the community 
and thanked the committee all for their hard and continued work.

12.  PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
The Reverend Simon Pitcher introduced himself to those who had not met him before 
and explained the changes to services within the Ministry.  He stated that Brian Fisher 
would continue in his role and thanked him for all he does.  He also thanked the many 
others who had not only helped him to settle in, but continued to ensure the smooth 
running of St Andrews. He paid special thanks to Julie Wynyard for continuing to run 
the Sunday School despite some disruptions during the year, and hoped that the 
community could continue to work together within the whole “Sole Bay Team”.

13. LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 
a. Parish Plan Steering Committee – Mr Bill Ungless, the Chairman of the Committee 

stated that the Parish Plan Survey Report had been completed and printed and 
presented the Parish Council with the first copies.  He explained that copies would 
be delivered to every household over the next few weeks and asked for help in the 
distributing and collecting.  He also stated that a meeting had been arranged for 
Saturday 14th May to discuss the next stage. 

b. The Village News – Mrs Julia Reisz stated that the Newsletter was in good shape, as 
it was popular with advertisers.  She thanked all the people that worked behind the 
scenes, and reminded people to keep contributing.

c. The Pantomime Group and Sanderlings – Mrs Julia Sowerbutts reported for both 
organisations thanking people for their continued support – she demonstrated the 
new “blacks” on the stage which hide the side of stage areas, and also thanked the 
WCLC for leasing the group storage for all the props and costumes we have 
accumulated over the past years.

d. WATS – Mrs Judy Morton sent a report in her absence stating that the group 
continued to flourish with several play readings during the year and half a dozen 
organised theatre trips.  She also stated that Mr Peter Gordon Potts had gathered 
together all available documents and photographs and was putting together a history 
of the group.

e. WI – Mrs Margaret Adkinson reported as President that the year’s membership was 
two down, but five up which was encouraging.  She mentioned several of the talks 
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they had had during the year and the organized trips and welcomed anyone to come 
along to the meetings, as they were always pleased to have new members. 

f. RNLI – Mr Michael Fisher reported that the fete held in May had raised £1,870 and 
the refreshments at the Crabbing had raised £200, and these two fundraising events 
meant that the branch were able to send £2,340 to the Head Office at Hadleigh.  He 
also stated that this year’s fete would be held on 30th May and hoped for everyone’s 
support. 

g. Local History, Carpet Bowls and the Allotment Groups – Mr Philip Kett reported on 
all three groups stating that again the History Group was going from strength to 
strength with exhibitions and lecture evenings.  He also told the hall about the 13 
charcoal Haite sketches the group had been given which had been reframed by Pat 
Lancaster, and the publication of the book on the History of the Walberswick Frigate 
which had been started by David Rutherford and David Shirreff.  The Carpet Bowls 
Club is suffering from lack of members and if more people do not join the group 
may fold.  Again the allotments are all full, there is one “buddy” place available. 

h. Horticulture Show – Ms Betsy Lemmon sent a report stating that the show had 
attracted 348 entries from 45 exhibitors and was a great success.   The Annual Seed 
Swap was also a great success.

i. Crabbing Championships, Village Bonfire and Easter Egg Hut – Mr Robin 
Buncombe reported that all three events had been well organised and well attended 
and thanked the people who always get involved for their invaluable help.  The 
Crabbing, which attracted larger than usual numbers will be “rested” this coming 
year in the hope of reducing numbers a bit, but needs more volunteers and a donation 
for the eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt had once again come from the Walberswick 
Common Lands Charity.

j. Natural England – Mr Adam Burrows made the report to the meeting detailing the 
works carried out in the past 12 months as well as the proposals for the next twelve 
months.  He stated the work to the footpaths by Westwood Mill was finally finished 
and that again numbers of breeding birds was up.  He also stated that various groups 
were trying to get the Suffolk Historic Buildings at Risk Group to ensure the future 
of the mill, with the possibility of turning it into a hide being an option.

k. Community First Responders – Mr Peter Byrne introduced the new Blyth Valley 
Group to the meeting, which covers Walberswick, Blythburgh and Wenhaston.  He 
gave a brief explanation of what they do and asked that if anyone was interested they 
should contact him directly.

l. Yoxford Primary School – The Head teacher had sent in a comprehensive report 
from the school stating that the school had had another good year carrying out many 
activities and school trips and improving links with the community.

As there was no other business the Chairman thanked everyone for their time and closed 
the meeting.
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Signed……………………………………………………
Mr D Webb Chairman Walberswick Parish Council 2011/2012

Dated……………………………………………..


