For King and Country – World War I in Walberswick
John English
On the 4th August 1914 the United Kingdom entered “The Great War” (WWI as it later became), a
decision that for whatever the reasons would change the British way of life forever. Just over four
years later with millions either dead or physically and mentally scarred the country struggled to deal
with the massive loss of sons and husbands. In the UK almost a million people died as a result of the
war (probably more counting post-war deaths). This represented just over 2% of the entire
population and, of course, a much higher percentage of young men. Every city, town, village and
probably street in the country was touched. This was an unprecedented experience. One way that
the country and communities dealt with this was through the erection of war memorials. This article
provides some details of the men from Walberswick who served in WWI using the names recorded
on the Walberswick memorials.
The war memorials that were erected all over the country, naming the dead, took on different
forms. Many are familiar as stone crosses on a base on which the names are written. In Walberswick
the names of the dead are on a brass plaque inside
St. Andrew’s church (see right). Details of many of
the local memorials can be searched on-line at
http://www.roll-of-honour.com/Suffolk. Often the
site will detail how the memorial was paid for and
erected e.g. for Westleton the site records “The
memorial was unveiled on 25th January 1920, the
builder was Mr Fred Barber. Details of the unveiling
can be found in the East Anglian Daily Times 27th
January 1920 and the Suffolk chronicle 30th January
1920”. Walberswick, for some reason, does not
have an entry on this web site. However, the
memorial mounted on the wall inside St. Andrew’s
church, does have a name in small letters at the
bottom right – P. F. Alexander. In 1911 Philip Frederick Alexander is recorded as living with his wife,
two daughters and a servant (Emma Cooper) at “The Mill Field”, Walberswick. Born in Hampstead
his occupation is given as “Artist Metalwork”. Further details of P F Alexander and examples of his
work can be found in Southwold museum where it is suggested that he was commissioned to make a
number of memorials. The address in Mill Field (now Millfield Road) is identified as a house called
“Far End” which was designed by Frank Jennings. Alexander had a workshop in the garden and this
can be seen in a photograph displayed in Southwold Museum and in the Frank Jennings video
produced in Walberswick. His wife, Frances Bryan was a talented artist as were their two children.
A visit to Southwold Museum is well worthwhile and gives some idea of the quality of this man’s
work which is still traded today. Julia Reisz remembers him very well: he was a great friend of her
father, A E Coppard. His daughter, Catherine Alexander, was a well-known calligraphist who was
often employed to write important documents, such as the Queen’s Marriage Certificate.
In addition to this memorial to the dead, further down the church, there is a framed document
headed “For King and Country” (see next page) listing all the men of Walberswick who served 1914
to 1918. This list of men is in two columns and it looks as if these are meant to be read from top to
bottom. However, while many family names are grouped together this is not always the case. The
order of names is not alphabetical or by rank. It is difficult to see any reason for the order – perhaps
they are simply in the order as collected. After almost a hundred years some associations with
Walberswick appear tenuous but at the time, with emotions running very high, it would have been
much clearer! It would be good to hear from anyone with more information so that a second edition
of this article can be prepared, perhaps for 2018. Certainly by 1919 there was a Walberswick Peace

Committee and every child was given a bible in commemoration of peace. The chair of the
committee was N R Etheridge and the secretary J C Reynolds (see sticker on bible presented to
Ronald English dated October 1919 on the final page). It is likely that this committee would have
been a party to the erection of these memorials.
There are 51 names on the list. Of the 51, six
were killed. This is almost 12% of those who
served in Walberswick. It is estimated that about
2% of the total population of the UK died as a
result of the war but in the population that
actually fought this was much higher. The
national average was possibly about 2 in 10 men
killed, around 20%, so Walberswick appears to
have had fewer “fallen” on average that other
towns and villages. Searching the roll of honour
site referenced earlier it appears that
Walberswick did have fewer men killed than any
of the surrounding villages. In Westleton 18 dead
are listed, Darsham 16, Wrentham 26, Yoxford
29, and Southwold 52. On the Blythburgh roll of
honour 17 war dead are recorded though this 17
includes five of the six on the Walberswick list.
Even if the 17 are reduced to 12 this is still higher
than Walberswick. Perhaps Walberswick had a
higher proportion of men in the navy or more
men in other occupations supporting the war
effort?
As mentioned later some of the
Walberswick men that served were relatively old.
There might have been 52 men and seven dead on the list but a Captain Arthur Kyrke-Smith who
was killed in September 1914 is not included, though his widow Catherine Mabel Kyrke-Smith, is
shown as living in Fishers' Way (now simply “The Street”), Walberswick at the time of his death. He
is commemorated elsewhere in the country and presumably by 1919 was not considered local. How
did Catherine Mabel come to be in Walberswick in 1914? In 1911 there was a Marie Rose Jennings,
a single 37 year old lady of private means recorded as living in "Fishers Way". Marie Rose Jennings
was the sister of Frank Jennings the famous architect and subsequently became Marie Rose Gabe –
there are fascinating details of this woman in the Jennings video. Maybe she was a friend or relative
providing Catherine with a place to live while her husband was away? The house is that now known
as Mercers Hall.
Six of 51 on the list have the name of English. There were several large Walberswick families with
the name English in 1914. All six men returned home. Similarly, three of the 51 have the name
Cooper and all three returned. Cooper was also quite a large Walberswick family at the time. The
Cross family (another well-known Walberswick family) was not so lucky with two men going and
both being killed. The Thompson family had two men go to war and one killed.
The following summaries are in the same order as the list and provide some details of the 51 men
listed. It would be very interesting to collect further details for these people so that this article can
be updated. We would like to do this before 2018. If you have any information to add please email
this to the Walberswick History Group via John English (johnrenglish@tiscali.co.uk) or drop a note in
at Beach View.
Frank English: This is probably Francis George English, son of Robert Charles and Emma English and
brother of Arland Augustus English (included later). Another brother was Herbert "Scarborough"

English. Frank was uncle to brothers "Boko" (another Arland) and Harold "Dubba" English, both
well-known members of the Walberswick community post WW2.
Harry English: It is not possible to identify this "Harry". There are two Henry English’s that the dates
look right for. It could be the son of William English of Rose Cottage. Henry was a mariner and
about 25 in 1914. He was the uncle of Jimmy (a 20th century local character known to many) and
Harry Meakins. The other Henry was Henry Charles English brother of Frank (see above) and Arland.
It may also refer to Herbert "Scarborough" English?
William C English: It is not possible identify this William. There were a number of Williams but only
one is a William C (Cleveland) but he died before the war started. There was a Charles William, son
of Ellis Chapman English and it was not unknown for names to be switched.
George Tuvell: There is a George Tovell aged 21 in the 1911 census shown as a farm labourer born in
London and living at Eastwood Lodge Farm. The difference in spelling is not unusual for the times.
William Harry Smith: One of the fallen, he was killed in action in Flanders, 9th April 1918 aged 24.
Born at Darsham, he lived in Sibton before moving to Eastwood Lodge, Walberswick with his parents
and worked as a farm labourer. Parents James William and Annie Smith, were living at Minnow
Cottage, Walberswick at the time of his death. Remembered with Honour Ploegsteert Memorial.
25194, 11th Bn., Suffolk Regiment.
George Herbert List: Born either Walberswick or Blythburgh, son of Andrew and Anna List, his
father Andrew was a gamekeeper in the employment of the Blois family. The 1911 census shows
George living with his parents in Blythburgh. In 1917 they are in Walberswick at Wood Cottage.
One of the fallen, he died of wounds in Flanders, 22nd December 1917, aged 19. Remembered with
Honour Grevillers British Cemetery 86252, 13th Bn., The King's (Liverpool Regiment). His younger
brothers were Ernest and Jack List.
Harry Westgate: Henry LR Westgate, was born in Westleton, son of Robert James and Catherine
Sarah Westgate. In 1911 he was living at The Fen, Blythburgh with parents and siblings, working at
odd jobs on a farm. In 1921 he married an Amy F Hart and in 1923 was living at Water Mill Cottage
Walberswick (near the old mill). His family looked after the mill. Water Mill cottages were
demolished during WW2. He died in Colchester 1983.
George Buggs: Born 1891, Gislingham, Suffolk, in 1901 he was aboard ship at the time of the census
and in 1911 living in Walberswick with his widowed mother Caroline Buggs, his younger brother
Edward John Woodrow Buggs and his uncle Charles Benjamin King. He was a bricklayer at the time.
By 1916 he was an attendant at Hill End Asylum, St Albans, Hertfordshire before enlisting. Wounded
in action 1917 (gun-shot wound to the right leg) he survived and died in Hertfordshire 1970.
Jack Stannard: There is a John Stannard shown as living at Watermill Cottages in 1911, occupation
"Horseman on farm". However, due to a deviation in Shirreff and Sharman’s “Suffolk Memories” we
know this is not the Jack referred to . This Jack’s story is provided in their book alongside WW2
veterans. Briefly Jack was brought up in Blythburgh and was 15 when WW1 started and working on
a fishing boat in Lowestoft. He then lied about his age in order to join the navy. After the war he ran
a number of businesses including a riding stable (see the book). Jack died on 11th September 1998
aged 99 years and was buried in Blythburgh on his 100th birthday. The name Stannard was
widespread. As recently as 2009 Tubby (Bertie) Stannard lived on The Green and died at the age of
104.
Leonard James Edward Thompson: Son of James and Henrietta Thompson he was born Walberswick
in 1898. The 1911 census shows Leonard living with his grandparents, Edward and Maria Sewell, at
Eastwood Lodge Farm, Walberswick. By the time of his death his parents lived at 1, Albion Cottages,

Walberswick. He died of wounds in Flanders, 11th May 1916, age 17. Remembered with Honour
Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord. 42550, "D" Bty. 107th Bde., Royal Field Artillery.
Charles Benjamin Cross: Born in Walberswick in 1886, the son of William and Anna Cross and
brother of William Cross (see next). He was living with his parents at Marsh Knoll in 1911 and
working as a "mud man" repairing river walls – an occupation we could perhaps revive for our times.
In 1913 he married Helen Richie (known as Nellie), the relative notified of his death and living
at Beach View, Walberswick at the time. He was killed 6th April 1917, aged about 30 on H.M.
Trawler "Strathrannock" whilst sweeping off St. Abb's Head – “struck a mine and was blown
completely to pieces. Not a survivor was found, not even a spar nothing except a lifebelt”.
Remembered with Honour Chatham Naval Memorial 5360DA.
William Nelson Cross: Born 1891, the son of William and Anna Cross and brother of Charles (see
above). Married to Evelyn Elsie Thompson in 1916, and lived at "Concord", Walberswick. Died 21st
March 1918 aged 27. Remembered with Honour Arras Memorial. T/202690, 1st Bn., The Buffs (East
Kent Regiment). The Cross family was a large and well-known Walberswick family during the 19th
and 20th centuries and provided 2 recent ferry men before the job passed to related members of
the Church family.
Jeffrey Cady: Born Walberswick 1900 and in 1901 lived in Gladstone Cottage, The Street,
Walberswick with parents and siblings. In 1911 was living with his parents James and Jane Elizabeth
Cady, sister Elsie Dora, brothers Joseph, Francis and Victor Lewis. The father was a James Cady
"retired from the navy" aged 77 but the mother Jane was only 43. After the war he served in the
Royal Ulster Constabulary, as did his brother Victor. There was a large family named Cady in the
19th and 20th centuries.
Victor Cady: See Jeffrey Cady, above
George English: This could be George Ellis
English, born 1893, son of Ellis Chapman
English and Sally Jane. He had a brother
who appears on census as “Troublesome
Jack". An unusual name to go on official
records?
However,
compelling
photographic evidence and service
records in the national archive suggests
this was a much older man, George
English, the father of Robert English (see
later) both of Fern Cottage.
One
photograph shows George sporting three
medals. These are probably the 1914/15
Star, the Victory Medal and the British
War Medal. Apparently these three medals were sometimes referred to as Pip, Squeak and Wilfred,
with Pip representing either this medal or the 1914 Star, Squeak represented the British War Medal
and Wilfred represented the Victory Medal. The other picture shows him wearing the uniform of
the Royal Navy Reserve (the Wavy Navy). His service records (available on line from the National
Archives) refer to a Trawler, Halcyon II and, later “Proceed”. He may have been mine sweeping as a
number of trawlers were used in the North Sea during WWI. Further research in Lowestoft is
needed. George was born 13 Aug 1858 in Walberswick and died 14 May 1945 in Walberswick. He
would have been almost 55 at the start of the war and the pictures support this conclusion. His wife,
Mary Ann, shown in one of the photographs was the sister of Sam May of Southwold lifeboat fame.
Walter Bloomfield: Born in Norfolk, in 1901 he lived in Covehithe, Suffolk with his parents George
and Hannah Bloomfield. George was a horse worker on a farm and was born in Walberswick. In

1911 he was living in Church Road with his grandparents Charles and Hannah Bloomfield. Members
of the Bloomfield family continue to live in the village.
Fred Thompson: Born 1878 in Walberswick. In 1900 he married Euphemia Thomson Fowler. In
1911 there is a Fred Thompson living with his wife Euphemia and daughter Margaret (aged 1) on The
Green. His occupation is given as "builder general".
George Rogers: Born 1886 in Croyden. By 1891 he is living at the home of Henry and Jane Lowe
along with his widowed father and siblings. In 1901 he is at The Street (Beach View) with his aunt
Jane Lowe. He is an apprentice blacksmith. 1911 he has moved next door to Fair View, The Street,
with his cousin Annie Elisabeth Palmer and her husband Lewis William Palmer and is a wheelwright.
In 1914 he married Rosamunde A Youngs. He was the father of George Rogers and apparently
Rogers Garage, situated on The Green was passed from father to son. Both were called George
Rimmington Rogers and their grave stones can easily be seen in the church cemetery, though
Rimmington only has one “m” for George senior. Walberswick at one time had two garages
dispensing fuel! More information on George Rogers junior can be found in “Further Suffolk
Memories” by Arthur Sharman and Pat Wythe.
James Mackean: Born in 1886 in London, by 1901 he is living with parents at The Bell, Middleton
along with 3 sisters the eldest of which is shown as "an imbecile" - no political correctness in 1901.
The 1911 Census records James Elder Mackean (his father), aged 58, running The Bell Inn, but this
time in Walberswick. His son, James is not listed. There is no mention of him elsewhere in
Walberswick so presumably he was living away from the village in 1911. Although one of the fallen
his death is not listed on the War Graves site. It is possible he was a civilian casualty, was not in the
forces or died after 1918. There is an indication in the records that the family was involved in a
dispute with the Blois family and WCLC over land near the old cattle arch by the railway. However,
that does not explain the apparent disappearance of James Mackean junior from the casualty lists.
Jack C Reynolds: Jack had a shop on The Green which subsequently became “Hacketts” and then
the home of actress Anne Todd (now Sea Green Cottage). Mrs. Reynolds, his wife, also had a shop
on the Green in the 1950s (now Hedgeley) and the family lived above the shop. The Old Tea Room
(Julia Reisz’ current house) was opened in the 1930s by Jack’s sister, Miss Reynolds, who altered the
house to provide suitable premises. At the same time Greenways (Maureen Thompson’s house) was
built to provide a home for their mother. So Greenways is actually a comparatively modern building,
though with its thatch and leaded windows everybody assumes it must be old. Jack was secretary of
the Walberswick Peace Committee after WW1. Their only son Peter, was killed in WWII so both
father and son are commemorated in St. Andrews.
JHS Benham (Capt): Living on The Green in 1911 is a John Henry Sirell Benham aged 58 and a retired
solicitor. He seems far too old to have served but the initials JHS are very specific. War records
show a Captain JHS Benham in the Royal Defence Corp, Territorial Force. There was another
Benham living in Walberswick in 1911, a Thomas Charles aged 56 at “Rockcliffe”, The Street (no. 1,
The Terrace). His occupation is given as artist/painter. Was he a brother to JHS and was this
another artist connection to Walberswick? JHS was living at Rockcliffe when he died in 1923. JHS
established the Walberswick Reading Room in 1889 and so had a long association with the village.
JHF Benham: Born 1884, JHF Benham was the only son of JHS Benham (see previous entry). John
Henry Findlay Benham was 26 in 1911 when he is recorded living with his parents in Walberswick.
He died in Kenya, 1935.
William J Baker: There are two William Baker's listed in the 1911 census. One was an inmate at the
invalid house on The Common. He was born in London and would have been about 12 at the
outbreak of war. Given his invalid status it is unlikely to be him. The other, aged 18, lived in The

Street with his parents and was "a cowman on farm" and is therefore likely to have been the person
listed.
Walter Chaplin: Walter was born in
Hemingstone, a son of William and
Anna Chaplin who moved their
family to Walberswick sometime
before WWI. Walter worked with
horses but why they moved from
west to east Suffolk in not known possibly as William found work in
one of the big houses looking after
their horses and carriages (see
picture). This could have been Tower
House or Walber House.
Walter
had three brothers but only brother
Jack (see below) is listed as serving from Walberswick.
None of the boys appear on the 1911
census - just the parents and one daughter (Ada) - address "The Green. By 1927 the parents had
also moved on, William dying in Henstead. While the parents and brothers left Walberswick their
sister Ada married a Walberswick man, Robert English (see later) in 1917 and remained in the village
until her death in 1994 at the age of 97. Another sister "Nellie" married a Frank Fenn and retired to
Walberswick from West Suffolk, living at Fern Cottage (two doors from her sister in Beach View) for
many years. The photograph to the right probably shows Walter and his brother Jack.
Jack Chaplin: John Chaplin - see comments for Walter Chaplin.
TG Davidson (Maj): Thomas Gerard Davidson, born in London in 1878, was an architect. In fact,
according to Richard Scott in “Artists at Walberswick” it was he who designed the family house in
what is now Millfield Road (called Seahome then and later Mulberry House). His father, Thomas
(aged 69) and mother, Charlotte, are recorded in the 1911 census as living in Mill Field with a
married daughter (Winifred Van Oss) and her children but there is no mention of TG or his brother,
JA Davidson – as both were living and working in London. Thomas senior was a respected artist and
more details of him and other members of the Davidson family can be found in Richard Scott’s book.
Thomas and Charlotte’s Davidson's grandson Thomas Willen van Oss was also an artist. Tom was
killed in WW2 and although born in Walberswick is not included in the Walberswick WW2 memorial.
However, he has a memorial all of his own on the church wall opposite to the brass plaques showing
he was born in Walberswick in 1901 and “killed at sea ….. 1941 on active service”. It then states “He
followed grandfather and uncle, all painters in this village”. The uncle was probably Allan Davidson,
another son of Thomas senior – again see Richard Scott’ book.
JA Davidson (Capt): James Alexander, born in Hampstead in 1884, he was living with his wife in
Hendon in 1911. He was mentioned in dispatches in WW1. He died in Hampshire in 1945. There
appears to be little to connect him to Walberswick other than his parents and other family - see TG
Davidson above.
Charles Mallett (Lieut): In 1891 there is a Charles Mallet, living with his widowed mother in The Old
Corner House along with siblings including Gertrude Mallett (later wife of Basil Ling). None appear
to have been home for the 1901 or 1911 census but in 1924 he was living in The Tower House, the
year he died. Philip Kett recalls that the family had a haberdashery shop, possibly in Sloane Square,
London (they referred to The Old Corner House as “Sloane Square”).
Herbert Gilbert: Another "old man" - born in Wrentham, Suffolk son of Charles and Charlotte Rose
Gilbert in 1865. In 1911 there was a Herbert Lewis Gilbert living at Blyth House with his wife, Alice,
and son Charles Gilbert (see below) and daughter Norah. Blyth House was destroyed by bombs.

Charles B Gilbert: Charlie Gilbert was still fishing in the 1950's (he used to deliver jam jars of fish guts
to me outside The Anchor to use as bait). His father Herbert is listed as a fish monger and Charlie as
"assisting in the business" aged 15. He married Frances Strange in 1920 and died in 1971. Philip Kett
believes that he moved up the street before Blyth House was destroyed by a bomb blast at The Old
Vicarage, probably to his wife’s parent house, Ryecroft. The latter remained in the family after the
death of Charlie and Frances. I remember his daughter, Peggy, well and have a photograph of our
families taken during a holiday on the caravan site.
Charles Kerridge: Born Walberswick 1883. The 1911 census shows a Charles Kerridge, married to
Florence and living in Gladstone Cottage, The Street, Walberswick with wife and grandmother. Died
1963.
Garnham West: Born 1886 in Walberswick the son of Samuel and Alice West. The 1901 census
shows both Garnham and Stanley (see below) living with their parents in Mill Street (Alexandra
Cottages). His father was a boot and shoemaker, Garnham was working as a cattleman on farm.
Garnham had an interesting career change - after attending theological college in 1911 he became
the reverend Garnham and served in the Royal Army Chaplains' Department.
Stanley West: See Garnham West. He moved to London before the war started. In 1911 he was
living in Streatham with wife and 3 children working as in a Drapery box warehouse repairing boxes.
William Bridges: Born 1896. In 1901 and 1911 there was a William Bridges living at The Farm (Valley
Farm) with his widowed grandmother, Fanny Goddard, her daughter in law, Rachel Goddard and his
younger sister May and his uncle John Goddard. Philip Kett believes the latter was the last tenant
farmer at Valley Farm, by the 1920s it was rented out.
Harry King: Born 1894 in Walberswick. There is a Harry King in the 1911 census, aged 17, living in
Church Road with his parent. Occupation, Ostler at public house. Married Mary A Twine in 1920.
Isaac Partridge: A son of Isaac and Charlotte Partridge who appear to have moved around Norfolk
before being recorded at Tinkers barn, Walberswick in 1911. Isaac was a shepherd as was his son
Isaac who at that time was living in Middleton. Died at a young age in 1924 at Forehoe, Norfolk.
Percy Partridge: Born North Creake, Norfolk he was a younger brother of the Isaac listed above.
J Woodward: No record for 1911
Robert Cooper: The Coopers were a large Walberswick family with descendants still in the village
today. Dinks Cooper is still remembered by many today and his photograph remains in The Bell.
Dinks Father was Tow Cooper but Tows Cabin looks very different today. However, it is hard to place
this particular Cooper as being part of that family.
Harry Cooper: Born 1884 in Elmswell, Suffolk the son of Robert and Elisabeth Cooper. 1901, a
railway porter living in Chingford. 1911, living at The Mill Field, Walberswick with his widowed
mother Elisabeth. He was a PTE soldier in the army.
Colin Docwra: Docwra is an unusual name and there is nothing on this family in any Walberswick
census. He appears to have worked at Jointure Farm at Dunwich before enlisting. Apparently he
wanted to enrol in the Royal Flying Corp but was sent to the West Yorks regiment. He was wounded
in action and possibly had a leg amputated and was a POW. He survived, marrying in 1923 an Alice L
Driver of Hartismere district, Suffolk and dying in 1976 in Bury-St-Edmunds. Philip Kett recalls there
were four Docra brothers living in Dunwich with a Tim Docra living at Potton Hall on the Westleton
Road around 1970. A younger relation was milkman in Dunwich in 1980. What the exact connection
with Walberswick in 1914-18 is not clear.
Basil Ling: Born 1880, in Benacre, Suffolk son of Frederick and Julia Ling farmer of 800 acres.
Married Gertrude Ellen Mallett in 1903, possibly in Walberswick. Gertrude Mallett was the sister to

Charles Mallett mentioned earlier. He does not appear in the 1911 census for Walberswick as he
and his family appear to have moved to Warminster in Wiltshire, working as a miller. The family
connection was apparently enough to get listed on the Walberswick WW1 memorial.
Herbert Goddard: Born 1896 in Walberswick the son of Herbert John and Ellen Louise Goddard. In
1911 living at Albion Cottages, The Street with parents, sister and cousin. Working as a farm help.
His father is working as a farm labourer. Moved away to Croyden.
James Cornish: The name Cornish does not appear on either the 1901 or 1911 census. However,
Philip Kett recalls three ladies with the name Cornish living at Wayland Cottage, almost opposite
Leverrets Lane, so it looks like the family arrived after 1911.
Charles Cooper: See Robert Cooper.
George Jackson: Born 1872 in Walberswick the son of Horace and Hannah Jackson. In 1911 living
with parents and brother and sister at The Street Walberswick. The brothers are working as
fishermen. Died locally in 1977.
Robert English: Almost certainly Robert (Bob)
James English, son of "Captain" George English of
Fern Cottage (see earlier). Enlisted RN 1906, aged
18. Married Ada Chaplin 1917. Died in 1968 on
his 80th birthday. He and Ada had four sons and a
daughter. All four sons served in WW2 and all
survived including Owen who lived at Beach View
after the war until his death in 1997. The picture
to the left shows Robert English aboard HMS
Dove.
Arland English: See notes on Frank English.
Harry Block: Born Eastbridge in 1874. In 1911 lived at The Quay, Walberswick with wife and 3
children (2 others had died by this time). He is commemorated on a window in St Andrews, date of
death 1931, aged 58, “by his many friends”. He was father to Henry Block, 13 in 1914. The Blocks
were well-known builders in the village.
Eric Fergusson: There is a family of Ferguson's living at "The post Office" in 1911. The Father a
fisherman, born in Canada, the mother running the post office and a son, E Fergusson, 11 in 1911.
Miles Ransome Turner: Born in Ceylon in 1900 it is difficult to work out his connection with
Walberswick through the census but Philip Kett recalls that the family had a house in the Terrace
and later in Mill Field Road (Kuraman). Although he survived WW1 he died soon afterwards and in
Walberswick Church is commemorated by a brass tablet, on the opposite wall to the war memorial.
This records his death in Baluchistan in January 1920 at the early age of 20 after serving in the
Afghan Campaign of 1919. He was the only son of
Edgar and Jane Ransome Turner.
Peace came at last in November 1918. Marshal
Ferdinand Foch, a French soldier who accepted
the German request for an armistice later declared
after the Treaty of Versailles, "This is not a peace.
It is an armistice for twenty years". Sadly he was
only 65 days short of what happened. The
Walberswick Peace Committee distributed bibles
in 1919 to the children of the village after the war
to end all wars. How could they imagine that just

over 20 years later some of those very children would be fighting and some dying due to the nature
of the peace negotiated in 1919? Jack Reynolds’ own son would die in that new war.
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